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Cabin Fever

CHRISTINE PHILLIPS

Back to basics on Montana’s Othorp Lake
PHOTOGR A PHY BY GIBEON PHOTOGR A PHY

WHEN INTERIOR DESIGNER Hunter Dominick and her husband Bayard purchased property on Othorp Lake outside of Eureka, Montana, their vision was to
build a modest vacation home in a quiet place on the water where people could
gather and connect.

Hunter. “So it’s been a tradition for generations of their family to get together
at this camp each year. We wanted to create that same kind of environment for
The original plan was to design and build a house on the property in 10
years. But that plan changed quickly. The following summer they attended the
annual West Kootenai Amish Auction in Rexford, Montana. On impulse, they
bid on — and won — a cabin built by Northwest Log Homes, a local Amish
craftsman-owned company.

LEFT: Vintage wooden doors connect the
bedroom to a cozy porch with a lakefront
view. BELOW: Remote yet still close to home,
the cabin offers easy access to ice skating,
cross-country skiing and snowshoeing.
BELOW LEFT: An overhead loft area is designed
to sleep “as many kids as possible.”

With a footprint of less than 800 square
feet, the one-bedroom cabin and loft is a
striking blend of simplicity and style.

“A portion of the proceeds from the auction go to support-

explains Hunter. “I had heard about this auction for years and had
gone with the intention to buy some quilts or furniture. Little did I

The Dominicks hired the cabin’s original craftsman, Dwayne
Kelm, to pour the foundation and place the structure on their property. While tempted to put the cabin close to the water, they opted for

to take advantage of the views — it’s really interesting terrain. The

the family, but it has evolved organically into a serene getaway that’s
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uniquely their own. With a footprint of less than 800 square
feet, the one-bedroom cabin and loft is a striking blend of
simplicity and style.
“It was never intended to be a log cabin, it was never

While the structure is clearly a log cabin, the overall aesthetic is far more modern. Among other things, the

couple bonderized the wood of the original structure and
added rusted metal to give the exterior a more contemporary, rugged feel. What was originally a carport became
the master bedroom. Inside, the original railings have been
replaced with tubular steel. The ceiling and doors are pickled to make the living space lighter and brighter.
In the main living area, every square inch of space is
used. A couch sitting near a wood-burning stove serves
as the living room. The kitchen area features a refrigerator, range, shelves, plus a simple steel cabinet and countertop — basic, yet fully functional. While meals typiABOVE: Originally
a carport, the
contemporary
master bedroom is
open and airy, yet
still private. RIGHT:
A standalone
bathroom sink is
positioned outside
of the water closet,
maximizing space
and functionality.

cally are served outside on the patio during warmer months,
a rustic table and chairs act as a dining room. Overhead, a

a lot of bugs up there so it’s kind of counterintuitive. It might
be my southern upbringing, but there’s something about
hearing the smack of a screen door opening and closing that
A bank of high, square windows in the master bedroom

allow light to come in, while still providing privacy. Two vintage doors purchased from a garage sale open up to a small
patio that overlooks breathtaking views of the lake and surrounding mountains.
“Originally, we intended there would be no electricity —

the same time, they had run quite a few utilities in our area, so

To furnish the place, the designer relied on rustic family
heirlooms culled from Bayard’s former family
cabin, rounded out with basic IKEA purchases

pine dangle from a primitive wall hanging.
The interior doors are made out of wood from
the original carport.
“A lot of our friends will come and camp
on the property and use the house as a home

the bathroom sink stands separate outside the
water closet — the kids can gather round and

LEFT: In the kitchen, not a square inch of living space
is wasted. ABOVE: Rustic family heirlooms, including a
large, sectional sofa reupholstered with fabric remnants,
are used to furnish the cabin.
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The cabin is used equally in the winter, making it an idyllic, year-round retreat. Othorp Lake
is shallow and freezes easily, quickly transitioning into an ideal place to ice skate, play hockey
and cross-country ski.
“What I love most about this place is that
it’s kind of a little haven. It’s less than an hour
dle of nowhere, it’s still very accessible. And, no
matter how old the kids are, they go outside and
play. No one is on a phone. No one is plugged in.

Christine Phillips is a freelance writer in Whitefish, Montana, who specializes in writing about art,
architecture, design, higher education, health and
outdoor recreation. When not playing with words
and working with her clients, you’ll find her hiking,
biking, snowboarding, chasing her pugs and/or
teaching pilates.
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Peter and Kelley Gibeon met in Aspen where they
began their collaborative working relationship. As
married co-workers, they complement each other while
shooting, playing and absorbing life. Since 2004, their
market has grown to include regional and international
projects and publications. Find more information at
Gibeonphotography.com.

Situated near a
wood-burning
stove, the couch
is a cozy spot
for reading,
reflection and
relaxation.

